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Founded in 1999, World Business Chicago (WBC) is a not-for-profit 

economic development corporation, chaired by Mayor Richard M. 

Daley. WBC is dedicated to enhancing the Chicago regionôs global 

position as a business location, by:

ÁMarketing Chicagoôs competitive advantages

ÁCoordinating business retention and attraction efforts

ÁEnhancing Chicagoôs business friendly environment

ÁProviding free ñpoint of first contactò assistance for:

ÁEconomic and industry data

ÁSite location

ÁState and local incentives

ÁContacts to the regionôs private, public and nonprofit sectors

World Business Chicago has been ranked in the Top 10 

Economic Development Firms in the nation since 2005, 

by Site Selection magazine.

World Business Chicago Overview
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Areas of Operation

Á Administrative & Operations

Á Marketing & Communications

Á Research

Á Strategic Initiatives

Á Business Development: 

Á Firm Attraction & Retention

Á Technology Development

Á International Business

Á Policy & Program



Clients and Partners
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State, Local organizations

Á State of Illinois: Dept . of Commerce & Economic

Opportunity ; State Treasurer

Á Business attraction, incentives, export

promotion ; global offices

Á City of Chicago

Á Incentives, services; administers County 6B

Á Cook County

Á Incentives for balance of County

Á Programs common to area communities and 

counties



County Level

Á Metro Economic Growth Alliance (MEGA)

includes :

Á Lake County Partners

Á Cook County

Á Choose DuPage

Á DeKalb County EDC

Á Kane County EDC

Á Kendall County EDC

Á Will County Center for Economic Development

Á McHenry Economic Development Corp .

Á Grundy County EDC

Á ComEd



Global Reach

Non-stop or direct global 

gateway to 68 international 

business capitalsWithin a 4-hour flight of all major 

North American destinations ï

148 non-stop & direct domestic routes

Only ñdual-hubò airport system in North 

America ïhandling more than 3,100 flights per 

day and over 88 million passengers annually



Asia -Europe Container Hub

Line weight denotes rail traffic volume.



Intermodal Capital of North America

Á Worldôs #5 intermodal container handler (after Hong 

Kong, Singapore, Shanghai and Shenzhen) and #1 

in Western Hemisphere

Á 14 million twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) 

handled

Á More containers than L.A./Long Beach (13.1 

million) and 4 times as much as NY/NJ

Á Interchange of all six Class-One North American 

railroads and six U.S. Interstates

Á 50% of U.S. rail freight passes through Chicagoôs 

rail yards



Chicago is the heart of a 

fourteen-county MSA 

(U.S. statistical unit) with:

As Big as a Country

Á$470 billion in gross 

regional product (GRP)

Á9.5 million population

Á+5.1% since 2000

Á+429,850 people

Á4.6 million workers

Á+3.2% since 2003

Á+143,400 non-farm 

jobs



Gross Product
(2007 $ billion)

13,811
4,377
3,297
3,280
2,728
2,562
2,107
1,429
1,326
1,315
1,291
1,171
1,132

970
893
822
754
681
657
470
449
444

An Economy Rivaling Nations

Rank

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Country or Metro Area

United States
Japan
Germany
China
United Kingdom
France
Italy 
Spain
Canada
Brazil
Russian Federation
India
New York, NY-NJ-PA MSA
South Korea
Mexico
Australia
Netherlands
Los Angeles, CA MSA
Turkey
Chicago, IL-IN-WI MSA
Belgium
Sweden



International Business Leader

Á 29 Fortune 500 HQs 

Á 10 Fortune Global 500

Á 12 FT Global 500

Á More than 250 corporate 

headquarters

Á A ñglobal service center of 

the world economyé linked 

with the top ten connected 

cities with the likes of Paris 

and Singaporeé

- ñWorld City Network,ò Brookings Institution


